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USING GROUP ORIENTED PEDIATRIC WELL
CARETO BUILD AND CAPITALIZE ON STRONG

COMMUNITIES FOR CHILDREN
Derived from the recommendations of the US Advisory Board on Child Abuse
and Neglect for a neighbourhood based child protection system, strong com-
B I OG RA P HY munities for children is a community wide approach to primary prevention of
child maltreatment. It relies on outreach workers to mobilize communities so that
Gary B Melton is Professor of Pediatrics and of eyery child and every parent know that, if they have reason to celebrate, worry
community and behavioural health at the Uni- or grieve, someone will notice and someone will care. The strategy focuses on
versity of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus . L P
in the Kempe Center for the Prevention and the development of a natural social support in primary community institutions
Treatment of Child Abuse and Neglect. Current- (€9, civic clubs; fire stations and places of worship). In the largest trial (A multi-
ly he is also Visiting Professor of Psychology and year quasi-experiment comparing neighbourhoods matched at the block group
Education at the University of Virginia and Ad- [evel), strong communities was implemented in an area of mixed population
junct Professor of Youth, family and community - gensity, wealth, race and ethnicity and a population of about 125,000 residents
studies at Clemson University. He is the author ;.\ ;4 west South Carolina; comparisons were with communities in Central
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America and Psi Chi. ticipating low-resource communities showed greater mobilization, accompanied
by increases in neighbourly assistance, perceived household safety and observed
positive parenting. The South Carolina initiative relied, roughly speaking, on one
outreach worker per town. Efforts are currently underway to demonstrate even
more cost-effective and sustainable implementation through: reliance on univer-
sity students as volunteer outreach workers and use of pediatric group well visits
as the foundations for social support both in the health care system itself and in
other primary community institutions. The latter approach will be described in
detail with attention to preliminary findings showing positive effects on health
care for young children and their families.
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